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up its freedom after the episode of the native rising
which was put down by Governor Eyre in 1865; ^d
both Malta and Cyprus forfeited theirs for the time
being during the period of strained relations in the
Mediterranean area which preceded the second world
war. The standard type of colonial constitution at the
present day may therefore be described as one which
provides for a "Governor and Commander-in-Chief/'
assisted by other paid officials, notably the "Colonial
Secretary/' all of whom are appointed by the Colonial
Office; an Executive Council, nominated by the
Governor; and a Legislative Council, made up of
nominated and elected elements in varying propor-
tions. Nominated members of councils are usually
chosen so as to represent fairly the wishes of the white
population and any other organized communities
within the colony, and may include missionaries and
others deemed competent to voice the feelings of the
natives at large. Jamaica under its new constitution
of 1944, which provides for a new elected House of
Representatives to legislate jointly with a nominated
council, follows Ceylon in making the bold experiment
of adult suffrage; but in most colonies there are still
too many illiterates for this to be practicable, even
where the cleavages of race, language, or religion
would not make any attempt to rule in accordance
with majority opinion a danger to the liberty of the
minorities.
An entirely different system, known as "indirect
rule," is adopted in the vast areas of the Protectorates,
which have huge native populations and very few white
residents. A Protectorate is so called because Great
Britain undertakes to protect it against foreign inter-
ference; but Nigeria, Uganda, and Bechuanaland (to